Jefferson County Board of Health
May 11, 2022

BOARD OF HEALTH RESOLUTION

ADDRESSING FENTANYL OVERDOSE DEATHS AND
AUTHORIZING PURCHASE AND DISTRIBUTION OF FENTANYL TEST STRIPS

WHEREAS, on September 10, 2014 the Board of Health passed a resolution encouraging a variety of
community efforts to combat heroin and prescription opioid addiction and overdoses;

WHEREAS, on April 13, 2016 the Board of Health authorized the Jefferson County Department of Health
to purchase the opioid antagonist naloxone for distribution in Jefferson County at no cost to individuals at
risk of experiencing an opioid-related overdose or to individuals in a position to assist others experiencing
an opioid-related overdose;

WHEREAS, the number of overdose deaths from illicitly produced fentanyl has been increasing in Jefferson
County over the past several years;

WHEREAS, out of the 401 total overdose deaths recorded in Jefferson County in 2021, 316 involved
fentanyl (1);

WHEREAS, fentanyl is increasingly present in other drugs such as cocaine, methamphetamine, and
counterfeit prescription pills, often without the knowledge of the drug user;

WHEREAS, commercially available brands of fentanyl test strips, originally designed to test urine, have
been shown to detect the presence of fentanyl in small amounts of other illicit drugs dissolved in water (2)

3);

WHEREAS, studies have shown that a majority of drug users provided with fentanyl test strips utilized
them to test their drugs before use; of those who detected the presence of fentanyl, a majority reported not
using the drug at all, using less of the drug, using the drug more slowly, and/or using the drug with someone
else present (2) (4) (5);

WHEREAS, in March 2022 Alabama’s drug paraphernalia law (Section 13A-12-260 of the Code of
Alabama of 1975) was amended to exempt (legalize) the distribution or possession of certain items used to
test for the presence of fentanyl or any synthetic controlled substance fentanyl analogue;

BE IT RESOLVED that deaths from fentanyl overdose is a major public health problem in Jefferson
County, and

BE IT RESOLVED that Jefferson County Department of Health is authorized to purchase fentanyl test
strips for distribution at no cost to individuals in Jefferson County who are at risk of experiencing a fentanyl
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