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Resolution in Support of a Tobacco Tax Increase by the Alabama Legislature

The Jefferson County Board of a Health hereby reaffirms and updates the Board of Health Resolution of October
13, 2010 in support of a tobacco tax increase by the Alabama Legislature.

Whereas, tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death and disability nationwide; and
Whereas, 8,600 adults in Alabama die each year from their own smoking;* and

Whereas there are 108,000 kids now under 18 and alive in Alabama who will ultimately die prematurely from
smoking ;> and

Whereas, 21.5% (804,400) of adults in Alabama smoke tobacco®, compared to the national rate of 17.8%;* and

Whereas, 18.0% (45,700) of Alabama high school students smoke, compared to the national average of 15.7%;’
and

Whereas, each year in Alabama 5,200 youth under the age of 18 become new daily smokers;® and

Whereas 23.1% of male high school students in Alabama use smokeless tobacco, compared to the national rate
of 14.7% (The percent of female users is much lower);’ and

Whereas, the annual health care cost in Alabama directly caused by smoking is $1.88 billion, and the portion of
that cost covered by the state Medicaid program is $288.2 million;?

Whereas, smoking-caused productivity losses in Alabama are equivalent to $2.71 billion;’

Whereas, Alabama ranks 48" in the nation with one of the lowest rates of cigarette excise tax at 42.5 cents per
10
pack;™ and

Whereas, raising the price of tobacco products can help prevent people from initiating tobacco use. For
example, adolescent tobacco use drops by a median of 3.7 percent for every 10 percent price hike;" and

Whereas, studies have shown an estimated 3-5% reduction in overall cigarettes consumed as a result of a 10%
increase in cigarette prices, and youth and young adults have proven to be even more responsive than adults to
higher cigarette prices;*and

Whereas the U.S. Surgeon General has concluded that increased cigarette taxes would lead to substantial long-
term improvements in health;™ and

Whereas, smoking declines produce enormous public and private sector savings that more than offset any state
revenue reductions from fewer packs being sold;** and

Whereas, numerous public opinion polls across the country have shown that a majority of voters is supportive of
increases in state tobacco excise taxes;" and

Whereas, the benefits of raising tobacco excise taxes in reducing death and disease can be further increased
when combined with other evidence-based interventions of a comprehensive tobacco control program;*®



Be it therefore resolved that the Jefferson County Board of Health urges the Legislature of the State of Alabama
to raise smoking and smokeless tobacco taxes to a level at least high enough (an increase of over $1.00) to offset
tobacco-related costs to state government, including the Medicaid program, and to support expanded statewide
and local evidence-based comprehensive tobacco control interventions including tobacco use cessation
programs.
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